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August 4, 2011

TO:  REGIONAL CENTER DIRECTORS AND BOARD PRESIDENTS

SUBJECT:  JUNE 2011 TRAILER BILL LANGUAGE AFFECTING REGIONAL
CENTERS

The purpose of this correspondence is to transmit a summary of the recently enacted
Trailer Bill (AB 104, Chapter 37, Statutes of 2011) that directly affects regional centers
or the developmental services system.  This trailer bill language (TBL) became effective
July 1, 2011.  Regional centers should continue to educate their communities regarding
these legislative changes.  While this correspondence provides a high level summary of
the TBL, a complete and thorough review of TBL (see www.leginfo.ca.gov) is imperative
for regional centers' statutory compliance.  Clarifying information regarding
implementation of TBL is included in several areas below. 

Health Benefit Cards
TBL Sections 1, 8 and 9:  Section 95020 of the Government Code (Gov. Code) and
sections 4643 and 4646.4 of Welfare & Institutions Code1 were amended, requiring that
at the time of intake and assessment for Early Start or Lanterman Act services, and at
the time of subsequent development, scheduled reviews, or modification of a
consumer's Individualized Family Service Plan (IFSP) or Individual Program Plan (IPP), 
the consumer, or where appropriate, parents, legal guardian, or conservator must
provide copies of any health benefit cards under which the consumer is eligible to
receive health benefits, including, but not limited to, private health insurance, a health
care service plan, Medi-Cal, Medicare, and TRICARE.  If the individual, or, where
appropriate, the parents, legal guardians, or conservators, have no such benefits, the
regional center may not use that fact to negatively impact the services that the individual
may or may not receive from the regional center. 

Vendor Electronic Billing (e-billing)
TBL Sections 2 and 7:  Section 95020.5 was added to the Gov. Code and section
4641.5 was added, requiring that effective July 1, 2011, regional centers begin
transitioning providers and vendors of services purchased through a regional center to
electronic billing.  "Electronic billing" is defined as the Regional Center e-Billing System
web application provided by the Department of Developmental Services (Department).

1 All citations are to the Welfare and Institutions Code unless otherwise stated. 
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x Identification of the revised services and supports to be provided to the consumer
within the ARM rate structure as part of the establishment or revision of an IPP; 
and,

x Identification of the rate. 

If the service needs of a consumer referred to above change such that the consumer
requires a higher level of supervision, training, and support, the regional center must
adjust the consumer's service level and rate to meet the consumer's changing needs.

A regional center is authorized to enter into a signed written agreement with a
residential service provider for a consumer's needed services at a lower level of
payment and staffing without adjusting the facility's approved service level.  A signed
written agreement for a lower level of payment and staffing may only be entered into
when a regional center, a consumer, and the facility agree that the facility can safely
provide the service and supports needed by the consumer, as identified in the IPP, at
the lower level of payment with the payment options within the ARM rate structure and
with associated ARM service level requirements. 

Implementation:  Compliance with this section of TBL will be monitored through the
Department’s fiscal audits of regional centers and vendors, as appropriate. 

Maximizing Resources for Behavioral Services
TBL Section 15:  Section 4686.3 was added, requiring the Department to adopt
emergency regulations to address the use of paraprofessionals in group practice
provider behavioral intervention services and establish a rate.  The regulations must
establish a rate and the educational or experiential qualifications and professional
supervision requirements necessary for the paraprofessional to provide behavioral
intervention services.

Implementation:  Department staff is currently working on the needed regulations to
implement the statutory provisions.  

TBL Section 16:  Section 4686.31 was added requiring any vendor who provides
services as specified below to submit verification to the regional center for services
provided to consumers who are under 18 years of age and residing in the family home.
The Department must develop and post a standard form for vendors to complete and
provide to the family for signature.  The form must include, but not be limited to, the
name and title of the vendor, the vendor identification number, the name of the
consumer, the unique client identifier, the location of the service, the date and start and
end times of the service, and a description of the service provided.  The form must also
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include instructions for the parents or legally appointed guardians to contact the regional
center service coordinator immediately if they are unable to sign the form. 

The vendor must provide the parents or legally appointed guardians of a minor
consumer with the Department form to sign.  The form must be signed and dated by the
parents or legally appointed guardians of a minor consumer and be submitted to the
vendor providing services within 30 days of the month in which the services were
provided.  The vendor must submit the completed forms to the regional center together
with the vendor's invoices for the services provided.  If the parents or legally appointed
guardians of a minor consumer do not submit a form to the vendor, the vendor must
notify the regional center. 

This requirement only applies to the following types of services: Behavior Analyst, 
Associate Behavior Analyst, Behavior Management Assistant, Behavior Technician
Paraprofessional), Behavior Management Consultant, Counseling Services, Tutor, 

Crisis Team-Evaluation and Behavioral Intervention, Tutor Services-Group, 
Client/Parent Support Behavior Intervention Training, and Parent-Coordinated Home
Based Behavior Intervention Program for Autistic Children. 

The failure of the parents or legally appointed guardians of a minor consumer to submit
a verification of services to the vendor shall not be a basis for terminating or changing
behavioral services to the minor consumer.  Any changes to behavioral services shall
be made by the consumer's planning team pursuant to section 4512. 

Implementation:  The Department notified regional centers of these new requirements in
an email dated July 11, 2011.  The required form is available on the Department's
homepage at: http://www.dds.ca.gov/Forms/docs/DS5862.pdf in English, Spanish, 
Tagalog, Russian, Chinese, and Vietnamese.  In a case where the vendor notifies the
regional center the parent(s) or legally appointed guardian will not sign the form, the
regional center should follow-up with the parent/legally appointed guardian to determine
if services were delivered prior to making payment. 

Also, as noted previously, release of the emergency regulations implementing the new
classification of behavior technician (paraprofessional) is pending. 

Individual Choice Day Services
TBL Sections 17 and 18:  Sections 4688.1 and 4688.2 were amended prohibiting
regional centers, effective July 1, 2011, from referring any additional consumers to
alternative senior programs and alternative customized programs respectively. 


